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Civil society demands
implementation of
-women welfare laws

Bureau report

PESHAWAR: Expressing concern
over slow pace of legislation on
women rights during the last five
years, members of civil society
organisations Friday urged the
provincial caretaker government
to take steps for implementation
. of laws pertalmng to women
The leglslatlon process for

protection of women rights re-

mained slow for the last over five
years in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
Naazlee Sardar, president of a
non-govemmental organization,

 Delta, told a press conference

“here. ',
“Most of legislative bllls on
womanmghtsad@pted by the pre-

: vmus ‘provincial assembly are not
perlyenacted or are deferred

due to customary obstacles. The

. ANP-led coalition government
. could pass only four bills during

| its five-year tenure,” she said.
A number of bll]s including

1 -protection. of women intra-
| provincial trafficking, laws for

{ elimination of customary prac-
|‘tices, amendments in Child Mar—

‘women were faced with enor- |

zlee said the ombudsperson was

* year. Speaking on the occasion,
Barrister Wagas said that desplte
endorsement by three federating
units, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had
fa.ﬂed to enact right to mfonna—
tion Actin the province.

riages Restraint Act, acid throw-
ing and burning on women were
not adopted by former provincial
government, she added.

Naazlee said her organisation
had launched Strengthenmg Citi-
zen’s project in KP for creating
awareness about the significance
of effective implementation of
laws regarding women rights and
freedom of information in the
province.

Flanked by the organisation’s
deputy programme manager, Ha-
roon Khan, Adviser, Barrister
Waqgas Quresh1 she said that

mous difficulties.

She called for unplementainon
of the Protection of Women from
Sexual Harassment at: Workplace.
Act and ‘appointment of om-
budspersonforthe purpose. ‘Naa|

yet to be appointed in the Khyber |
Pakhtunkhwa during the last five




Govt urged to ensure protection

of women rights

Bureau Report

PESHAWAR, April 19: Describing the
efforts of previous provincial govern-
ment for defending women rights as un-
satisfactory, civil society representatives
have asked the caretaker government to
implement the laws meant for protection
of women rights in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa. .

Speaking at a seminar in Peshawar
Press Club on Friday, speakers, includ-
ing Nazlee Sardar, Haroon Khan and
Barrister Waqgas Qureshi, said that peo-
ple had great expectations from the
Awami National Party-led government
to make laws for protection of women
rights, but it failed to do so during its
five-year term. ;

The even was organised under the

Delta’s ‘strengthening citizen’s voice
project’ wherein the speakers expressed
concern over growing problems of wom-
en due to customary limitations.

“Legislation process for protection of
women rights in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
remained very slow over last five years,”
Ms Nazlee said and added that most of
legislative bills on women rights adopted
by former provincial assembly were not
properly enacted or deferred due to cus-
tomary obstacles.

A number of bills, including protec-
tion of women from intra-provincial traf-
ficking, laws for elimination of custom-
ary practices, amendments to Child
Marriages Restraint Act, acid throwing
and burning of women, were not adop-
ted by the previous government, she
said. She said that objective of the proj-

ect was to create awareness of the signif-
icance of effective implementation of
laws concerning women rights. She said
that Hudood laws, particularly Zina
Ordinance, should be repealed instead
of the current amendments to the PPC
made under the Protection of Women
Act.

Ms Nazlee called for implementation
of the ‘protection of women from sexual
harassment at the workplace act’ and ap-
pointment of ombudsperson in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa.

Speaking on the occasion; Mr Waqas
said that the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa had
so far failed to enact Right to
Information Act. He said that enforce- |
ment of Freedom of Information Act was |
essential to bringing transparency in the
governance system. 3
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Women’s rights: govt urged to implement laws in KP

RECORDER REPORT

PESHAWAR: Expressing concern
over poor legislation on women rights
during last five years, members of civil
society organisation have urged the
provincial caretaker government to
carry-out a homework regarding
implementation of laws on women
rights before setting up a new govemn-
ment in the province.

The legislation process for protec-
tion- of women rights was remained
slow over last five years in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, said Naazlee Sardar
President Delta, a non-governmental
organisation, while speaking at a press

conference here at press club on
Friday.

She said: “Most of legislative' bills
on women rights adopted by former
provincial assembly are not properly
enacted or deferred due to customary
obstacles and other certain reasons.
She said, according to her organisation
finding that ANP-led coalition goyem-
ment had failed to make sufficient leg-
islation for protection of women rights
during last five years, except promul-
gation only four bills in this regard.

A number of bills, including protec-
tion of women intra-provincial traf-
ficking, laws for elimination of cus-

tomary practices, amendments in child
marriages restraints Act, Acid throw-
ing and burning on women were not
adopted by former provincial govern-
ment in five years, she added.

Ms Sardar informed that her organi-
sation had launched a project with sup-
port of United States of International
Development “Strengthening
Citizen’s” in KP. She explained the
basic objective of the project was to
create awareness about the signifi-
cance of effective implementation of
laws regarding women rights and free-
dom of information in the province,

Flanked by the organisation deputy

program manager, Haroon Khan,
Consultant/Adyiser, Barrister Wagas
Quzeshi, Ms Sardar said that women
are being faced enormous difficulties
due to lack of proper legislation, i.e
equality of women through granting
citizenship to male spouses married to
Pakistani women via amendments to
Citizens Act.

The organisation president said there
needs to Hudood laws, especially
offence of Zina Ordinance, should be
completely repealed instead of making
amendments in it, while National
Database and Registration Authority
(Nadra) specific rules for women also

be reviewed.

She called for implementation of the
protection for women from sexual
harassment at the workplace Act and
appointment of ombudsperson in this
purpose. The organisation president
said the ombudsperson was yet to be
appointed in the KP during last five
year.

While briefing about the access to
information Act, Barrister Wagas said
that despite endorsement of three fed-
erating units, the KP had failed to
enact right to information Act in the
province.

agreement regarding to Freedom of
Information (Fol), was bonded to fully |
implement the laws, but only country
stood at 15 positions amongst 90 states
signed on this accord. He further
informed that the India has fully
implemented Fol by ranking second
amongst all signatory countries.
Despite the endorsement of three
federating units, he said the KP has
lagging behind to enact the right to
information Act. He said it was
imperative to fully enforce freedom
of information act, to bring trans-
parency and fairness in the existing

The Pakistan being signatory of governance system.
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Govt demanded
to implement
laws on woman
rights

PESHAWAR
OUR STAFF REPORTER

Expressing concern over poor legislation on
women rights during the last five years,
members of the civil society organisations
have urged the incumbent caretaker gov-
ernment to carry out a homework plan re-
garding the implementation of binding laws
on women rights. |
"The legislation process for the protection
of women rights was remained slow over the
last five years in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,’
said Nazle Sardar, President Delta while
speaking at a press conference here at press
club on Friday. She said that most of the leg-
islative bills on women rights adopted by for-
mer provincial assembly were not proper-
ly enacted or deferred due to customary ob-
| stacles and other certain reasons.

| |
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PH: 091-5846378
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